MINUTES FOR THE FIMBER PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING HELD ON APRIL 24th 2006 IN VILLAGE HALL
PRESENT:  P. Leese (in the Chair), J. Austin (Acting Clerk), 
R. Lambert, I. Smith, G. Thompson, M. Walker
APOLOGIES: M. Patterson, J. Megginson, E. Lovatt (delayed)
The business of the Annual General Meeting
A]
Election of Council Officers
      a) Chair: Peter Leese was re-elected: 
           Proposed: G. Thompson; Seconded: M. Walker
      b) Vice-Chair: Ian Smith was re-elected: 
           Proposed: G. Thompson; Seconded: R. Lambert
           The Chairman thanked the Vice-Chair, Mary Walker, for the              
           excellent job she had done during the year.
      c) Treasurer: John Megginson was re-elected: 
            Proposed: M. Walker; Seconded: P.Leese
B]
Appointment of Parish Clerk
         The Chair proposed to return to this when E. Lovatt 
         arrived.
RESIDENTS’ Q. & A. SESSION:  No non-committee residents 
         of the Parish were present.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: The Minutes of the last meeting, held on January 16th 2006, were approved and signed as a correct record. 
Proposed: G. Thompson; Seconded: R. Lambert
MATTERS ARISING: 
SPEED MONITORING AND TRAFFIC PROBLEMS: The legal order for an increase in the length of the speed-limit zone to include a 40-mph section should be ready very soon. The process is underway, and the Chair agreed to follow it up and ascertain the exact timings for its introduction.  Councillor F. Temple had asked whether the police had been seen to be active in the village, and the Chair replied “No” by email. Cllr. Temple said she would raise the matter at a meeting with the police. However, a positive outcome is not expected, because of the result of the recent court case in which the Fimber speed reduction area was ruled to be not long enough for an accurate measuring to be made. 
There has been no response to the Council’s letter sent to a number of local hauliers. An apparent increase in the number of wagons belonging to Cockerills has been noted; another Council letter will be sent to them.  As yet, no notice has been put up in Seaways Café, but I. Smith has offered to organise for informal-style posters to appear in the café, and also at appropriate points near village entrances.
STREETSCENE WORKS: The signs have been done. The pond and drainage has not yet been seen to. The Council has been made aware of the problems with passing places, road verges, and flooding on the Malton Road. 
The next Streetscene process is due to start on 7th August with the usual ‘walkabout’. M. Walker, M. Patterson, and I. Smith will act as points of contact in the run-up to this. 
**************************
At this point, The Chair welcomed E. Lovatt to the meeting (see B] above). He said a few words about himself, and a vote for acceptance of his appointment was proposed by the Chair and seconded by R. Lambert. This was passed; the Chair expressed the thanks of the Council to J. French for the work she had done in this post for the past two years; a vote of appreciation was also unanimously agreed by the members. 
**************************
VILLAGE AND CHURCHYARD TIDY-UP: The pond clean-out, due last autumn but postponed because the surrounds were too wet, should be carried out very soon now by the 360deg. digger. The Village Green area has been inspected by a qualified ecologist who said it is a lovely, high-quality amenity from the ecological point of view. It would benefit further, however, in its visual balance, from the removal of the pampas grasses and from some clearance of the cluster of shrubs.
The problem of the molehills has been satisfactorily dealt with by J. Megginson.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH: G. Thompson and M. Walker attended a Crime Prevention meeting on 6th February. It was felt that the meeting had a very poor representation from the area overall, considering the effort that had been put into arranging it.  There is to be another meeting at the Driffield Access Centre on Tuesday 9th May which M. Walker will attend. Subject: “Police Authority Neighbourhood Panel”.
This series of consultation meetings is aimed at improving communications between the Local Policing Team Commanders, the local Parish Councils, and the community representatives from the various crime prevention organisations. Any interested parties are invited to have their say about this important ongoing issue.
It is proposed at national level to merge the Police forces of North, South & West Yorkshire, and that of Humberside. A summary of these proposals can be obtained from either the Parish Clerk or the Chairman, on request.
VILLAGE FUND RAISING: It was felt that there was little enthusiasm here for the Mortimor Exhibition. Anybody interested may support the Driffield effort.
WOLDS WAY WALK: To take place on 10th and 11th June. This is also a fund-raiser, and although there are some volunteers, the team involved in its planning would be delighted to see more Fimber residents taking part in an effort to raise funds for the village. A meeting is to be held of those interested on Thursday 27th April in the Village Hall. 
DRIFFIELD SCHOOL TWILIGHT BUS SERVICE: It was proposed by R. Lambert, seconded by M. Walker that the Council make a donation of £50 to help support the continuation of this useful service.
SECURITY OF CHURCH BUILDING AND CONTENTS: Following the enormous success of the “Sykes Churches Weekend” some concerns have been expressed about having the church open all the time. It was agreed to consult with John Chapman over the matter, and ask him to report on the security implications at a future meeting after he has consulted with the church authorities.
CORRESPONDENCE: 
An EYRC Rights of Way improvement plan Questionnaire has been received. This contains a fair number of questions about the status of Parish pathways and bridleways.  After some discussion and input from members, it was agreed that the Chair was well qualified to complete the exercise, although there are not many public paths here.
AUDITS and ACCOUNTS: 
The 2003 – 2004 audit is now complete. The 2004 -2005 one is ready to be submitted for approval to the auditors.
The precept for 2006-7 of £800 has now been received.
PAYMENTS: 
 Payments of monies owed were approved to:
a)   Mary Walker

b)  Ray Lambert
c)   The Audit Commission   =   £52.88
Payments to Npower  were approved: 
£70.17   -   R. Lambert
£163.60 -   G. Thompson.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
ERYC Planning Decisions:
1]  Towthorpe Cottages: change of use of land  -  approved
2]  Lighthouse Cottages: - refused
3]  Towthorpe Cottages: - refused
Planning Applications received for Council consideration:
1]  No. 2 Towthorpe Cottages: Application recommended for approval after discussion.
2]  Friar’s Garth: Application not recommended for approval after lengthy consideration.
3]  Towthorpe Manor: Application recommended for approval after consideration of location, size and type of development.
Date of next meeting: 24th July  (Refreshments: JM)
The meeting close at 10.00 p.m.
